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TENNIS FACILITIES

USTA Names Outstanding
Facility Award Winners for 2021

Gardens Tennis and Pickleball Center
(Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.—shown at
left); Delray Beach Tennis Center (Delray Beach, Fla.); HCC Tennis Center
(Tampa, Fla.); International Tennis
Hall of Fame/Hall of Fame Tennis Club
(Newport, R.I.); Mesa Tennis Center
(Mesa, Ariz.); Rick Macci Tennis and
Fitness Center (Boca Raton, Fla.); Rock
Hill Tennis Center (Rock Hill, S.C.);
Southlake Tennis Center (Southlake,
Texas); SVB Tennis and Wellness Center
(Zephyrhills, Fla.); Tennis Center of
Camden (Camden, S.C.); The Swim and
Racquet Center (Boca Raton, Fla.)
Private Facilities: Court 16 (Long
Island City, N.Y.); DuPont Country Club
(Wilmington, Del.); Matrix Racquet
Club (Lowell, Ark.); Raleigh Racquet
Club (Raleigh, N.C.); The Birch Racquet
and Lawn Club (Keller, Texas); Top Seed
Tennis Club (Nicholasville, Ky.)

C O U RT E S Y U S TA

T

he USTA announced that
25 tennis facilities were
named winners of the
USTA’s annual Outstanding Facility Award, which
recognizes excellence in the construction and/or renovation of tennis facilities throughout the country.
“Great tennis facilities like these help
us to grow the game at the grassroots
level, and we are proud to recognize
them for their ongoing impact on the
sport,” says Craig Morris, the USTA’s
chief executive of Community Tennis.
“Each of these facilities have embraced
many key tennis initiatives and kept the
sport at the forefront of their community each year.”
Facilities were judged on the following criteria: overall layout and
adaptation to site; excellence of court
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Educational Institutions: Marshalltown
Court Complex (Marshalltown, Iowa);
St. James High School Tennis Courts
(St. James, Minn.); The Prout School
(Wakefield, R.I.)
surface and lights; ease of maintenance;
accommodations for players, spectators
and press/officials; aesthetics; graphics
(including the use of signs and landscaping); amenities such as casual seating
for spectators, food services and social
areas; and the facilities’ participation in
USTA programs.
The 2021 USTA Outstanding Facility
Award winners are:
Public Courts: Small Tennis Centers
(2 to 10 courts): Barceloneta Tennis
Academy (Barceloneta, Puerto Rico);
Guam National Tennis Center (Dededo,
Guam); Kinetix Tennis (Norristown,
Pa.); Lighthouse Point Tennis Center
(Lighthouse Point, Fla.)
Public Courts: Large Tennis Centers
(11 or more courts): Barnes Tennis
Center (San Diego); City of Palm Beach

U.S. Teaching Pros to Access
ITF Academy Online Education
The USTA has entered into a “Gold
Membership Agreement” with the International Tennis Federation, which gives
U.S. certified coaches and teaching professionals access to the ITF Academy, the
ITF’s official online education platform.
“This is a tremendous opportunity for
coaches who want to enhance and expand their knowledge and understanding
of all aspects of tennis,” says Paul Roetert,
managing director of USTA-U. “Those
accessing the ITF Academy can also take
advantage of the robust ITF Library component (formerly iCoach). The Library
features 1,500 modules, including highquality videos from tennis conferences
around the world, expert interviews,
up-to-date articles as well as scientific
research papers.”
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The Fast Track Tennis
training system can set
up in virtually any size
space, indoors or out.

The ITF Academy will be available as a
resource to all PTR- and USPTA-certified
members in the U.S. Both organizations
will provide a member access code and
ITF link to register.

Slinger’s Foundation Tennis
Teams with Square’s App Program
Slinger announced that the Foundation Tennis technology platform it acquired in June
has joined Square’s App Partner Program.
Slinger says the partnership with Square is a
validation of the success of the Foundation
Tennis platform and its potential to reach
new businesses and consumers with its CRM,
subscription management, booking and payment processing technology.
Through Square’s program, partners and
developers build products that are complementary to Square’s core services and enable Square to reach new market segments.
Foundation Tennis is currently the only tennis
company within Square’s partner program,
has access to thousands of tennis-related
businesses in the U.S. alone, and has over
one million users on its platform. It intends
to market Square products to its active user
base and business clients.
“We are thrilled to team up with Square
and equally excited by what this new relationship means for Slinger in terms of future
product offerings that we can bring to the
tennis and sports markets,” says Slinger
CEO Mike Ballardie. “Integrating Square’s
services into Slinger will enable us to provide
frictionless omnichannel experiences for our
customers in tennis and as we move into new
sports and verticals.”

PLAYER TRAINING

Fast Track Tennis Training
System Hits the Market

F

ast Track Vision LLC, a
startup in Hartford, Conn.,
has launched its first
product, Fast Track Tennis.
The patent-pending training system
includes a portable net and ball feeder
that sets up in any small space, inside
or out, for real ball hitting—no court
or partner needed. Requiring only
three balls, users can hit a continuous
loop without ever having to stop for
ball pickup, says the maker. In addition, an iPhone app tracks shot speed,
spin and landing position.

“Fast Track Tennis makes learning
and practicing easier, less expensive
and more fun,” says CEO & Founder
John Davey. “The system can be used
anytime, anywhere—like in a driveway, garage or basement—and lets
beginners through advanced players
get as many repetitions as they want
along with performance metrics on
their iPhone.”
After extensive R&D, says Davey,
the company is marketing its product
in limited quantities, at $299.99. Visit
FastTrackTennis.com.

Short
Sets

The USTA Foundation has granted 46
high school students a variety of college
scholarships totaling $435,000. Each year,

the USTA Foundation awards scholarships
to youth who have participated in USTA
and other organized youth tennis programs such as the National Junior Tennis
and Learning (NJTL) network, have demonstrated high academic achievement and
require financial assistance for college.
USA Pickleball and OnCourt OffCourt
have signed an exclusive co-branding
deal for all OnCourt OffCourt patented net
systems. Visit www.USApickleball.org or
www.OnCourtOffCourt.com.
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MDE Sports announced that Citi will continue its title sponsorship of the Citi Open
Tournament, held annually in Washington
D.C.'s Rock Creek Park, through 2023.
Roy Barth’s book, Point of Impact, is now
in the permanent collection of the library
at the International Tennis Hall of Fame
in Newport, R.I. The hardcover edition is
available for purchase at kiawahresort.
com. It's also available at barnesandnoble.
com and amazon.com in hardcover,
paperback and ebook versions.
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Slinger Bag has entered into an agreement with the Chicago District Tennis
Association and will work with the CDTA to
enhance its mission to create, sustain and
grow enthusiasm for tennis. As the
“Official Practice Partner,” the Slinger Bag
will be introduced throughout Chicagoland and its 500+ clubs, courts and tennis
facilities with media and demo days.
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PPTR, Viking Sign
3-Year Partnership

Lasso
Compression
Socks Are
Official Gear
of USAP, PPA
Lasso, a high-performance apparel
brand, designs and manufactures
proprietary patented support and
compression garments that provide
joint stability and circulation improvement to advance how the body
moves, says the company.
The company was founded in 2018
by Partha Unnava, a Forbes 30-under-30 recipient with a biomedical
engineering degree from Georgia
Tech. After undergoing 12 months
of intense rehab and recovery for

a broken ankle, he used his biomed
engineering background to create the
made-in-America Lasso Compression
Sock, which uses patented technology. It’s the official sock for both USA
Pickleball and the PPA Tour, and the
company works with top pickleball
pros, not to mention pros in other
sports, including the NFL. For more
information, visit lassogear.com.

The Professional Platform Tennis Registry (PPTR) and Viking signed a threeyear partnership agreement for Viking
to be the “Official Platform Tennis Paddle
and Ball of the PPTR.”
“Viking has been the leader in the
platform tennis industry for many
years,” says PPTR President/CEO Dan
Santorum. “PPTR is thrilled to be partnering with such a successful and iconic
brand.” In addition to partnering with Viking, PPTR partnered with the American
Platform Tennis Association (APTA), and
now all three brands are working together to grow the game, says the PPTR.
“We look forward to getting Viking
paddles and balls into the hands of PPTR
pros,” says Alex Bancila, managing
partner & CEO of Viking. The company
recently came out with a new line of
paddles for the 2021-2022 season.
PPTR is striving to reach the
500-member mark and plans to conduct
20 certification workshops this season.

C O U RT E S Y L A S S O, P I C K L E B A L L - P R I N T S. C O M

APPAREL

Starting at $590 USD (Includes mainland USA shipping + 3 year warranty)
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Tennis Racquet Performance
at Specialty Stores

ITA Announces Alliance With
Ground Rule for Facility Services

Jan.-June 2021, vs. 2020 and 2019

The Intercollegiate Tennis Association
(ITA) and Ground Rule have a new partnership in which Ground Rule will be recognized as the Preferred Facility Services
Agency of the ITA.
Ground Rule (groundrule.com) offers
a wide range of facility project management, planning, building and funding
services, and has been committed to serving college tennis programs through collaboration with the ITA. From the planning
stage to completion of a facility project,
the Ground Rule team conducts feasibility
studies, market analysis, forecasts financials, advises on facility design, oversees
risk management, and advises on sponsorship and fundraising campaigns.
“Quality facilities are a critical part of
the success of every college tennis program and to the sport as a whole,” says ITA
CEO Tim Russell. “They play an important
role in a program’s ability to engage the
community, which is why we are so excited to partner with Ground Rule. Their
team will provide invaluable resources to

Units

Dollars

Price

2021
248,079
2020
112,514
% change vs. ’20 120%
% change vs. ’19 27%
2021
$40,708,000
2020
$18,049,000
% change vs. ’20 126%
% change vs. ’19 22%
2021
$164.09
2020
$160.42
% change vs. ’20 2%
% change vs. ’19 -4%

Top-Selling Racquets
at Specialty Stores

Pickleball-Prints.com
Shows Pickleball Pride

By year-to-date dollars, Jan.-June 2021

Looking for products that show pickleball
pride for your members, players, teams
and others? Check out Pickleball-Prints.
com, a new website that offers fun and
whimsical original pickleball designs on
tank tops, T-shirts, bags, mugs and other
swag. The site also allows you to create
custom designs.

Best Sellers
1. Babolat Pure Drive 2021 (MP)
2. Wilson Clash 100 2019 (MP)
3. Babolat Pure Aero 2019 (MP)
4. Wilson Pro Staff 97 V13 2021 (MP)
5. Wilson Blade 98 16x19 V7 2020 (MP)
“Hot New Racquets”
(introduced in the past 12 months)
1. Babolat Pure Drive 2021 (MP)
2. Wilson Pro Staff 97 V13 2021 (MP)
3. Wilson Pro Staff 97 RF V13 (MP)
4. Babolat Pure Drive Team 2021 (MP)
5. Babolat Pure Aero Rafa 2021 (MP)

Top-Selling Tennis Shoes
at Specialty Stores
By year-to-date dollars, Jan.-June 2021
1. K-Swiss Hypercourt Express 2
2. Asics Gel Resolution 8’20
3. Nike Zoom Cage 4 2020
4. K-Swiss Hypercourt Supreme
5. Nike Zoom Vapor X 2020

from $1,049

PICKLEBALL TUTOR SPIN
Side Spin
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PICKLEBALL
BYWorld’s
SPORTS#1TUTOR
selling

By year-to-date units, Jan.-June 2021

(Source: Tennis Industry Association)

Topspin
& Underspin

TUTOR

Top-Selling Strings
at Specialty Stores
1. Babolat RPM Blast
2. Wilson NXT
3. Wilson Sensation
4. Solinco Hyper G
5. Luxilon Alu Power

PICKLEBALL
TUTOR PLUS

pickleball machines

SPORTS
TUTOR

PICKLEBALL TUTOR MINI
the most compact
from $699

The Sports Machine Company

sportstutorinc.com
(800)448-8867

MULTI-TWIST

for beginner players
$299
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coaches and athletic departments on renovations, new builds and how to maximize a
facility for all-around success.”

USPTA Hires Kraft as
Platform Tennis Head Tester
The USPTA has hired Whitney Kraft as its
new National Head Tester for Platform Tennis.
A lifelong racquet sports aficionado, Kraft
currently serves as the managing director of
All Racquet Sports. Prior to that, he served as
director of tennis at the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in Flushing, NY. He is
a certified coach and competitive player in
tennis, padel, pickleball, platform tennis and
beach tennis, and has been a USPTA Elite
Professional since 1983. He was previously
the head tennis tester for the USPTA Eastern
Division.

USTA Foundation 20th Gala
Raises More Than $2 Million

HALO
Hydration
Expands
with On-theGo Powder
Sticks

C O U RT E S Y H A L O

The USTA Foundation raised more than
$2 million during its 2021 gala—a recordbreaking night—after surpassing the $1.4
million raised in 2018. The gala was at the

HYDRATION

Premium hydration brand HALO has
expanded its range with the launch
of HALO On-The-Go, electrolyte
powder sticks that allow players to
hydrate anywhere. Each stick is a
blend of natural electrolytes and
minerals from the Great Salt Lake
of Utah along with 10 times more
vitamin C than the market leader,
says the company, with only 1gram
of sugar and 15 calories per stick.
Tennis champion Andy Murray is an
investor in the product and a brand
ambassador.
“HALO is on a mission to
revolutionize hydration and is driven
by our consumer’s wants and
needs,” says CEO and co-founder
Anshuman Vohra. “In response to
the popularity of our drinks, it was
important for us to offer another
delivery system for people to have
access to HALO anytime, anywhere.”
HALO On-The-Go comes in various flavors, for $19.99 for a pack of 12.
Visit halosport.com.
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People
Watch
The Houston Tennis Association
has named Emily Schaefer as its new
executive director. She succeeds Cheryl
Hultquist, who has volunteered and
worked for the nonprofit for more than
40 years. Schaefer, who recently retired
from the City of Houston Parks & Recreation Department after 22 years as its director of tennis, brings a lifetime of tennis
involvement to HTA. She currently serves
on the USTA national board of directors.

min Achievement Award in late August. The
honor, in its 27th year from the Intercollegiate Tennis Association, pays tribute each
year to past varsity tennis players who have
achieved excellence in their chosen careers.

Former USTA President Katrina Adams
was inducted into the Chicagoland
Sports Hall of Fame in October.

Reunion Resort & Golf Club in central
Florida has partnered with USPTA Elite Professional Marcelo Gouts and his company,
MG Tennis of Orlando, to provide tennis and
pickleball clinics and one-on-one lessons.
Gouts, a native of Buenos Aires, has been a
part of the central Florida tennis community
for more than three decades and is a true
icon and ambassador of the game.

Dr. Pardis Sebati, an alumnus of MIT,
Oxford University and Harvard University, received the 2021 ITA David A Benja-

Devin Crotzer has been hired as the USTA
Southern Tennis Service Representative for
Tennessee. Crotzer, who played collegiate

www.tennisindustrymag.com

tennis at Cumberland University, is a
USPTA- and PTR-certified teaching pro,
holds certifications as a tennis performance trainer (TPT) with the ITPA and is
recognized as a high-performance coach
by the USTA.
USTA Eastern and the Junior Tennis
Foundation recently inducted tennis icons
and trailblazers Billie Jean King and Ilana
Kloss, entrepreneur Freddie Botur, tennis
historian and former USTA Eastern president Dr. Dale Caldwell, former Eastern
Men's No. 6 player Dr. Harold German, and
youth tennis advocate and activist Dr. Emily Moore into its Tennis Hall of Fame.
Force Grip has an endorsement deal with
world No. 4 player Elina Svitolina.
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USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis
Center during US Open opening night,
and co-chaired by sports broadcaster
Bill Macatee and Tatiana Cancro of Jersey Mike’s. The gala, co-hosted by actor
Alec Baldwin and ESPN anchor Hannah
Storm, was attended by celebrities and
longtime supporters of the Foundation,
including Mike Tyson, Anna Wintour,
Vera Wang, Gayle King, Lindsey Vonn,
Billie Jean King and Tiki Barber.

USRSA Names New MRTs, CS
Master Racquet Technicians
• Justin Metcalf, Ferntree Gully, Victoria,
Australia
• Nursharneem Shamsuddin, Banner Elk, N.C.
• Jeremy O’Neill, Alexandria, Va.
• Paul Swink, San Francisco
• Richard Tom Sing, Markham, Ontario,
Canada
Certified Stringer
• Levi Le, San Jose, Calif.

LOVE LOVE
Club members and students will LOVE facing
off against the phenom. You will LOVE
offering the added advantage.
®

follow lobste
t rsports on
te

play more. win more.

®

For more information, please call 888.380.9460 or visit www.lobstersports.com

Slinger Announces Partnership
With the Mouratoglou Academy

Slinger Bag has entered into a partnership with the Mouratoglou Academy, one
of the most successful and recognizable
brands in tennis. Its flagship academy
situated in the French Riviera has 30
tennis courts, world-class training
facilities and is regarded among the
top tennis academies in the world.
Recently, Mouratoglou has been expanding globally, opening tennis centers
in Dubai at the world-famous Jumeirah
chain, and in Costa Navarino, Greece.
Mouratoglou is also known as the training home to some of the biggest names
in the sport, including Serena Williams,
Coco Gauff and Stefanos Tsitsipas.
Slinger will become an integral part of
the coaching culture within the academy
and has already been adopted by the
coaches to support their training and
programming. Mouratoglou and Slinger
are working together to create quarterly
workshops across the three different
academy locations.

Nike, Serena Williams Design
Program Debuts Collection
CALL US TODAY: 1-877-5 RITEWAY (748-3929)
RITEWAYTENNIS.COM | INFO@RITEWAYTENNIS.COM

• Easiest & quickest crack repair to install on the market.
• NO deadspots, NO bubbles, NO hollow sounds.
• Only system that provides a Tru-Bounce™
• Play 24/7/365 unlike other systems.
• Always looking for NEW contractors!
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In 2019, Nike and Serena Williams partnered to create the Serena Williams Design
Crew (SWDC), an apprenticeship program at
Nike created to promote diversity in design
and establish a new generation of design
talent at Nike and beyond.
In January 2020, Nike welcomed the first
SWDC to Nike's World Headquarters, where
the 10 apprentices spent six months working to produce a Serena-inspired footwear,
apparel and accessories capsule collection of
women's performance and lifestyle product.
Now, Nike has introduced the first collection from the inaugural SWDC cohort, which
connects sport and culture while drawing on
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1990s nostalgia. The collection explores
Serena’s lineage and legacy through her
past and present as well as the future
she’s influencing. Visit Nike.com.

Universal Tennis Launches
Junior National Pathway
Universal Tennis has created the Universal Tennis Junior National Pathway,
consisting of eight regional events
for junior players 17U, 15U, and 13U
across eight designated regions. The
tour began in September.
"We are very excited to launch
this innovative program," says Mark
Leschly, chairman and CEO of Universal
Tennis. "We repeatedly hear about the
need for more opportunities to play
high-level tournaments and increase
college exposure. The Universal Tennis
Junior National Championship Pathway fills the gap in a new and exciting
way."
Universal Tennis plans to expand
the program in 2022 with additional
regional events where players can
qualify for expanded national championships.

USTA Foundation Awards
$60,000 to Youth Players
The USTA Foundation, the charitable arm
of the USTA, is awarding $60,000 in Novo
Nordisk Donnelly Scholarship funds in
2021, comprised of two $10,000 awards
and eight $5,000 regional scholarships.
The $10,000 national winners are Ivy
Wilson of Jenks, Okla., and Leena Bennetto of Vernon, British Columbia, who
received their awards from Billie Jean King

on Sept. 2 when they joined the sports
icon for a day of tennis at the US Open.
This year’s regional winners of the
Novo Nordisk Donnelly Scholarship are
Alyssa Mitchell of Duncan, Okla.; Autumn
Harmon of Hanover, Ind.; Frances Laurent
of Los Alamos, N.M.; Henry Gallagher of
Ephrata, Pa.; Jared Lucas of Fairfax, Va.;
Sylvie Heriza of Pendleton, Ore.; Jack
Levin of Glen Head, N.Y.; and Jake Rogers
of Mount Pleasant, N.C.

Pavilion of Pickleball
Opens Outdoor Courts

Originally the first dedicated indoor
pickleball facility in Knoxville, Tenn., the
Pavilion of Pickleball opened seven outdoor pickleball courts in June 2021. The
court construction was completed by
Baseline Sports Construction of Knoxville.
A major component of the new outdoor
courts is the lighting system with LSI Industries’ LED Zone Large product, which
features industry-leading efficiency, a
wide range of lumen outputs and silicone
optics. LSI Industries is the sponsored
lighting supplier of USA Pickleball. Frasure Reps Sports Lighting (frasurereps.
com) is the exclusive sports lighting
representative of LSI Industries.
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