TennisIndustry

StringPlaytest
Playtester Ratings:
Ease of Stringing
(compared to other strings)

Much easier: 0
Somewhat easier: 3
About as easy: 15
Not quite as easy: 11
Not nearly as easy: 2
Overall Playability
(compared to the string played most often)

Much better: 0
Somewhat better: 6
About as playable: 11
Not quite as playable: 10
Not nearly as playable: 4
Overall Durability
(compared to other strings of similar gauge)

Much better: 8
Somewhat better: 10
About as durable: 11
Not quite as durable: 1
Not nearly as durable: 1
Rating Averages
From 1 to 5 (best)

Tourna Big Hitter
Silver 7 Tour 17

T

By Bob Patterson

ourna Big Hitter Silver
Tour 7 is a seven-sided
control-oriented poly
with massive spin,
according to Tourna.
This string is crafted
in Germany with the latest, most
advanced co-poly materials. Tourna
says the materials undergo a thermal
process that strengthens the molecular
bonds to keep the edges sharp and the
string structure intact longer. Tourna
designed this string for high-level players and touring pros.
Big Hitter Silver Tour is available in
16 and 17 gauge, in silver. It is priced
from $6.50 for sets of 40 feet and $68
for 660-foot reels. For more information or to order, contact Tourna at 800554-3707, or visit uniquesports.us.
Be sure to read the conclusion of this
playtest for information about getting a
free set to try.
In the Lab
We tested the 17-gauge Big Hitter
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Silver 7 Tour. The coil measured 40
feet, 2 inches. The diameter measured
1.24-1.26 mm prior to stringing, and
1.22-1.25 mm after stringing. We recorded a string-bed stiffness of 76 RDC
units immediately after stringing at 60
pounds in a Wilson Pro Staff 6.1 95 (16 x
18 pattern) on a constant-pull machine.
After 24 hours (no playing), stringbed stiffness measured 72 RDC units,
representing a 5 percent tension loss.
Our control string, Prince Synthetic
Gut Original Gold 16, measured 78 RDC
units immediately after stringing and
71 RDC units after 24 hours, representing a 9 percent tension loss. In lab
testing, Prince Synthetic Gut Original
had a stiffness of 217 and a tension loss
of 11.67 pounds, while Tourna Big Hitter Silver 7 Tour 17 had a stiffness of 198
and a tension loss of 13.41 pounds. Big
Hitter Silver 7 Tour 17 added 15 grams
to the weight of our unstrung frame.
The string was tested for five weeks
by 31 USRSA playtesters, with NTRP
ratings from 3.5 to 6. These are blind

Playability: 3.5
Durability: 4.5 (7th highest)
Power: 3.4
Control: 3.9 (5th highest)
Comfort: 3.4
Touch/Feel: 3.3
Spin Potential: 4.3 (3rd highest)
Holding Tension: 3.4
Resistance to Movement: 4.1

tests, with playtesters receiving
unmarked strings in unmarked
packages. Average number of hours
playtested was 24.2.
Our testers noted that while the
string had a strong recoil memory, it did
not kink as easily as some poly-based
strings do. While you can certainly
feel the string’s edges, it didn’t cut
into itself when installing the crosses
when using the one-ahead method. The
string was easy to get through blocked
or shared holes. The string didn’t have
a notable stretch during installation,
but had plenty of string to complete the
racquet. Knots cinched up neatly.
One playtester broke the sample
during stringing, nine reported problems with coil memory, four reported
problems tying knots, none reported
friction burn and four reported other
problems.
On the Court
Our playtest team liked the Spin
Potential, Durability and Control of
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Tourna Big Hitter Silver 7 Tour, rating
it fourth overall of the 202 strings we
have playtested for publication. The
ratings for Spin place it as the third
highest, while it ranked seventh for
Durability, and fifth for Control.
No playtester reported premature
fraying or peeling, or buzzing, and only
three reported notching. None broke
the sample during the playtest period.
Conclusion
Tourna Big Hitter Silver 7 Tour’s high
marks in the durability-related playtest
categories will certainly prove attractive to big hitters, and the high spin
potential should appeal to anyone looking for a durable spin option.
If you think Tourna Big Hitter Silver
7 Tour might be for you, fill out the coupon at right to get a free set to try.
Playtester Comments
“The string was responsive with good
bite as well as a nice touch. A definite
boost in power that players of all

levels will enjoy. The combination of
playability and durability makes it a
must-try.” 4.5 male all-court player using Head Instinct S strung at 55 pounds
LO (Head Hawk Touch 18)

fective.” 4.0 male baseliner with heavy
spin using Dunlop 200G strung at 60/55
pounds CP (Prince Synthetic Gut with
Duraflex 16/17)
“I found this string to be a pleasure
to play with. It was above most of the
strings that I have tried in nearly
every category. Control, ability to
spin the ball, feel and touch were all
exemplary.” 4.5 male all-court player
using Prince Tour 100T ESP strung at
48/52 pounds LO (Prince Tour XP 16)

“A comfortable polyester string
capable of generating a lot of spin.”
4.5 male all-court player using Babolat
Pure Aero strung at 55 pounds CP
(Babolat Origin 17)
“I like how easy it was to string considering it was a poly. I thought it
played well in the heat. I liked the sound
off the strings during midday play. It
kept its tension well.” 4.0 male all-court
player using Wilson Clash strung at 55
pounds CP (Luxilon Smart String 16)

FREE PLAYTEST STRING PROGRAM
Tourna will send a free set of Tourna Big Hitter Silver 7 Tour
17 to the first 200 USRSA members who cut out (or copy)
this coupon and send it to: USRSA, Attn: Tourna Big Hitter
Silver String Offer, 1000 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Suite
6-492, Suwanee, GA 30024-6777, or fax to 760-536-1171,
or email the info below to: stringsample@racquettech.com.
Offer expires Sept. 15, 2019. Offer only available to USRSA
members in the U.S.
Name: _______________________________________
USRSA Member number: _________________________
Phone: ______________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
If you print your email clearly, we will notify you when your
sample will be sent.

“String had great spin potential and
durability. It played better on warmer
days. Cooler night temps drastically
reduced power and comfort. Power
was average. String construction
made drop shots and volleys more ef-
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