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College Tennis
TENNIS SCHOLARSHIPS

The College Conundrum

When scholarships go to foreign players,
how does it affect the game in the U.S.?
By Joe Dinoffer
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If we invest in our junior players by offering more
college-playing incentives, the chance of more American players
breaking into the Top 10 world rankings will increase.
popular in many countries than it is in
the United States. In fact, tennis is the
second largest participation sport in the
world behind soccer.
The ITF says in 2018, there were
79.5 million regular tennis players in
the world. The number in the United
States is just under 18 million, or just
23 percent of that worldwide total. In
simple terms, you are bound to catch
bigger fish if you make the effort to drive
to a bigger lake, as opposed to fishing in
your backyard pond. Division I college
coaches travel regularly to Europe to
recruit foreign players by offering partial
and full scholarships.
According to TIA reports, the tennis
industry has slipped 20 percent in the
last five years. This downward trend

penetrates all segments of the sport,
including teenage tennis competition.
For any decreases or lack of growth in
the high school age segment, we need to
know what the primary motivators are
for players and parents to put time and
resources into competing and improving
in junior tennis. One of the top reasons
is money. The current average cost to
attend a private four-year college or university in the U.S. exceeds $75,000 per
year. Without the carrot of a potential
scholarship, it follows that the motivation to continue working on a youngster’s tennis playing skills and USTA
ranking declines.
In 2013 and 2014, there were 191,000
tennis players on American high school
teams, but only 2,417 available college
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id you know that
nearly a third of all
men’s and women’s
tennis players on
scholarship at U.S. colleges and universities
come from outside the United States?
That’s according to 2014 research on
scholarshipstats.com, and it’s the highest
percentage of foreign to American-born
college scholarship recipients of any
sport in the U.S. Ice hockey is in second
place at about 24 percent, skiing is third
at 18 percent, squash is fourth at about
15 percent and golf is fifth at about 13
percent.
In addition, 2018 research by Alex
Gornet on crackedracquet.com indicates
that, among all men’s and women’s
Division I college tennis teams, nearly
half of all players at U.S. colleges and universities come from outside the United
States. In his June 2018 article Where
in the World: NCAA By the Numbers,
Gornet says of the 5,129 total Division I
college athletes, 2,535 are foreign players. (Of those foreign players, 1,562 are
from Europe and 972 are listed as “nonAmerican, non-European players.”)
Some U.S. tennis fans feel this has
been a negative for American player
development for decades, and has contributed significantly to the country’s
failure to produce noticeable numbers
of Top 10 pros.
While there are many purists among
college coaches who will try their best to
recruit from the U.S. talent pool, talented
international players with a proven track
record are coveted. Coaches are naturally motivated by their win-loss ratio.
After all, success gives them job security.
But why are there so many seemingly
“better” foreign players? While there are
a variety of reasons, the most significant
one lies in the numbers. Tennis is more
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scholarships, with a high percentage
going to foreign players. For those of
us who want to see tennis grow in this
country, shouldn’t we do everything
possible to try and turn the tide? Who’s
listening to this concern? Practically
speaking, there are no significant NCAA
recruiting limitations on foreign players.
Thanks to USTA initiatives, the fun
alternative of club tennis in colleges
is increasing, which is terrific news.
However, playing tennis on college club
teams does not help with ever-increasing costs of a college education, since no
scholarship funds are available, and the
competition is generally a big step down
from varsity competition.
This is a challenging situation on
many levels. But it only makes sense
that, if we invest in our junior players by
offering more college-playing incentives,
the chance of more American players
breaking into the Top 10 world rankings will increase. Some of the greatest
American players in history, including
Arthur Ashe and John McEnroe, played

tennis in college, and there’s no telling
how many other potential legends we’re
missing out on noticing.
But even more important, more college tennis scholarship opportunities
may well lead to more teenagers sticking

with the game, through high school,
college and beyond. 
Industry veteran Joe Dinoffer is a
USPTA and PTR Master Professional
and president of OnCourt OffCourt Ltd.
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