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NJTL NETWORK

50 Years of Learning
& Legacy

Created by Arthur Ashe, Charlie Pasarell
and Sheridan Snyder, NJTL transforms
the lives of thousands of kids every year.
By Erin Maher
(Editor’s Note: As the National Junior Tennis and Learning network celebrates
its 50th anniversary in 2019, we present here and in subsequent issues short
profiles of some of the key leaders of NJTL throughout its five decades. Our thanks
to the USTA for its assistance. Visit USTAFoundation.com for more on the 50th
anniversary of the NJTL network.)

I

n 1968, as the world saw
significant political and social
transformation, the world of
tennis also saw major change.
That year, the amateur players
who had long filled the top
tournaments’ draws began to share the
spotlight with professionals, ushering
in tennis’ Open era. It was also the year
that Arthur Ashe, Charlie Pasarell and
Sheridan Snyder—prominent figures
on the court and in the tennis commu-
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nity—came together to discuss a unique
concept: getting more kids involved in
tennis.
A year later, the National Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) network was
founded, and over the past 50 years, it
has transformed the lives of hundreds
of thousands of youth.
By 1971, 50 NJTL chapters had been
established throughout the U.S., reaching 25,000 youngsters annually in public parks. The first eight years saw great

expansion and evolution as NJTL’s
mission grew from merely attracting
more children to the game, to opening
opportunities for low-income, mostly
black and Hispanic youth through tennis—and using the sport as a vehicle to
keep those kids engaged in education.
“When Charlie and Arthur challenged me to find a program for kids, I
said, ‘OK, [but] you’ve got to help me.
You’ve got to promote NJTL for the kids
of color and the Hispanic kids because
that’s the new population we're going
after,’” Snyder recalls. “And they did.
They spoke to it everywhere they went.”
NJTL expanded each year, thanks to
dedicated individuals who shared the
vision. NJTL alumni includes several
notable pros, including former Top 5
player James Blake, current Top 40
player Frances Tiafoe, former US Open
quarterfinalist Rodney Harmon, and
Serena and Venus Williams.
But more importantly, NJTL has
helped open doors to education and
opportunity for countless young people.
It has improved thousands of young
lives and inpsired thousands of accomplished adults.
Now under the auspices of the USTA
Foundation, NJTL includes a robust
300 chapters around the country that
reach 180,000 youth per year. And its
success stories continue to be written
every day.
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NJTL has helped open doors to education and opportunity
for countless young people. It has improved thousands of lives
and inspired thousands of accomplished adults.
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For David Dinkins, who was mayor of
New York City from 1990 through 1993,
Arthur Ashe was the driving force that
helped get him involved in NJTL. “He
was so passionate about NJTL,” says
the former mayor, who attends the US
Open every year, greeting NJTL participants and their families.
A longstanding supporter, Dinkins,
at the suggestion of New York Junior
Tennis & Learning founder Skip Hartman, started hosting the NJTL Essay
Contest reception at his home. The
event, though, “has gotten so big now
that we hold it at the National Tennis
Center,” Dinkins says.
For the 91-year-old Dinkins, NJTL
is all about doing what’s best for future
generations. “It’s important that we are
making a contribution to the broader
community,” he notes. “We don’t own
this planet; we hold it in trust for the
children.”
Dinkins most enjoys seeing the impact NJTL has on its participants.
“It’s done a great job because there’s
an emphasis on education as well as
tennis,” he says, “which is so very, very
important.”
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Barbara Wynne has been involved with
NJTL since its beginnings. In fact, she
was on Indianapolis’ public courts at
her local high school five years earlier,
in 1964, promoting a public courts program. That program grew into NJTL
of Indianapolis, and now encompasses
some 34 pubic tennis courts.
“At first, we called it ‘Riverside
Upswing,’” Wynne recalls. But then,
“The next thing we knew, we met with
Arthur [Ashe] in Chicago, I think it
was 1970. He’d already started [NJTL]
in New York, and I went there and
decided that whatever he was doing, I
would support.”
At 85 years old, Wynne continues to
teach and share the sport with kids.
“To this day, I dedicate everything of
my tennis work to the late Arthur Ashe.
No question, my relationship with him
and his goals and ideals have fostered
my continued interest in the sport, and
particularly in teaching,” says Wynne,
who also is a judge in the annual NJTL
Essay Contest.
“My trophies are the children that
I feel have gone on to promote tennis
and gone on to live good lives. If I’ve
had anything to do with their goodness,
I’m very proud of that.”

Charlie Pasarell, who hails from Puerto
Rico, had an impressive junior career,
then went on to play at UCLA—where
he met Arthur Ashe. The two were top
players on the pro tour, where they met
former University of Virginia star and
businessman Sheridan Snyder.
Pasarell recalls: “[Sheridan] came to
Arthur and I … and says, ‘I want to start
this program … to take tennis out of the
private clubs and put it into the public
parks.’ … So between the three of us, we
[came] up with all kinds of ideas.”
Snyder met with New York City
mayor John Lindsay and arranged
access to public courts, along with access to courts in Richmond, Va., (Ashe’s
hometown) and Connecticut (where
Snyder lived). Ashe and Pasarell were
represented by ProServ, and Donald
Dell and others in the company helped
to arrange sponsorships for the fledgling program. Meanwhile, both pros
would make appearances at NJTL sites.
“Whatever things I might have
accomplished in the sport, the thing
that I’m most proud of is the fact that
I was one of the founding members of
National Junior Tennis and Learning.”
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