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R E TA I L I N G

FOOTWEAR

Sizing Them Up

Are your players looking to replace their current
shoes with an updated model? Take a look at these
new offerings from the top manufacturers.

I

t might just be a
case of semantics,
but when most
tennis players purchase tennis shoes,
they’re generally
not buying shoes that are
“new” to them; they’re buying a “replacement” pair.
Avid and frequent tennis
players tend to go with what
has been working for them.
For players looking to
replace their existing shoes
with a new pair of the same,
they first need to admit that
the good times are over for
their current footwear—
that while the shoes may
still be stylish and attractive, and even comfortable,
their current pair no longer
adequately supports either
their game or their health—
and probably should be
relegated to gardening.
A high-performance
hard-court hitter might
consider replacing footwear
in months, or even weeks,
although hopefully not if
they wear shoes featuring a
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six-month durability guarantee. The social, clay-court
doubles player may be well
served by their choice for
nine months or more before
it's time for a change.
Particularly for shoes on
the lighter, less-durable end
of the spectrum, the players’
challenge is to know when
“comfort” may degrade
enough to signal support
breakdown. Part of the
problem for many players is
that they wear only one pair
of shoes when they play, so
the breakdown in comfort
or support may happen so
gradually they don’t notice
it until it becomes critical to
their game or health.
But there might be a way
to help players realize their
current pair of shoes are
no longer functioning at
optimal levels: by promoting
the idea that players have at
least two identical pairs of
court shoes on hand. They
can play regularly with one
pair, then occasionally trade
off with their fresher pair—

that way players will have an
immediate point of comparison for the breakdown in
support or cushioning that
has occurred with the pair
they wear more regularly. It
can also keep them coming
back to your store to replace
pairs on a regular basis.
Of course, though, there
are plenty of times when
simply buying the same
replacement pair no longer
will work for a player. Their
style of game may be chang-

ing, or their body might be
changing (or growing, in the
case of juniors) so they need
to find shoes better suited to
their health and well-being.
Or, simply, they may need
a change in colorways or
style—or might need to coordinate with team apparel.
Whenever, or however,
inspiration for new court
shoes hits players, here are
brands and styles that you
should consider. (Prices are
suggested retail.)
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For players looking to replace their existing shoes
with a new pair of the same, they first need to admit that
the good times are over for their current footwear.

ADIDAS / adidas.com/ 971-234-2300
The latest silhouette to feature the iconic three stripes will
be the SoleCourt Boost Tennis (men’s, $160), debuting in
June and with additional colorways released in October.

BABOLAT / babolat.com / 877-316-9435
Highlighted by an updated upper, the Propulse Fury (men’s
and women’s, $120) appears with a new black/blue design
beginning this summer. Also new is the Jet Mach II (men’s
and women’s, $120), which coordinates with the previously
released Jet Junior ($70).

FILA / fila.com
800-845-FILA
Endorsed by Top 10 pros
Karolina Pliskova and John
Isner, among others, the
lightweight and flexible Axilus 2 Energized (men’s and
women’s, $110) is available in
chic colorways and will have
limited-edition styles debuting at this year's US Open.

K-SWISS / kswiss.com
800-938-8000
The company’s lightest shoe
ever, the Aero Knit (men’s
and women’s, $160), provides comfort and rebound,
while the Ultrashot 2 (men’s
and women’s, $135) is slightly lighter and a touch more
comfortable than before, but
still just as durable. Both receive new color treatments
this summer.
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HEAD / head.com
800-289-7366
Equally durable, but a touch
lighter than the Revolt
Pro 3.0 that premiered in
February, the multi-court
Revolt Pro 3.0 LTD (men’s
and women’s $119.95) adds
a limited-edition summeryblue version to the line.

LOTTO / lotto.sportlife.us /
484-261-2100
Created to provide stability and enhance agility, the
lightweight Mirage 100 CLY
(men’s, $140) supports play
on clay with a full herringbone sole and an emphasis
on comfort as well as significant energy return.
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Promote the idea that players have at least two identical pairs of shoes
on hand. Players can play regularly with one pair, then occasionally trade off
with their fresher pair, so they have a point of comparison .

PRINCE / princetennis.com
800-2TENNIS
The venerable T22, known for its
breathability, durability and supportiveness, features a new colorway for the
summer season.
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NEW BALANCE / newbalance.com / 800-595-9138
The revamp of the 896 model (men’s and women’s, $110),
weighing under 11 ounces, will receive a showcase at the New
Balance High School Championships in July, and the Fresh
Foam Lav ($150), worn by Milos Raonic, will be featured at
the US Open as part of a footwear and clothing collaboration
with the fashion-forward Gitman Vintage brand.

WILSON / wilson.com
773-714-6400
The Rush Pro 3.0 (men’s and women’s,
$129), available in an array of new
colorways, was created with the needs
of the attacking player in mind,
including superior breathability and
comfort.

YONEX / Yonexusa.com
424-201-4800
Recognized for its superior fit, the Fusionrev3 (men’s and women’s, $140)
features a limited-edition New York
Collection, while the Eclipsion2 (men’s
and women’s, $140) arrives in seasonal
new colors, adding to the series of
lightweight shoes that have additional
support in the heel and midfoot.
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MIZUNO / Mizunousa.com / 800-392-9899
Acceleration, ankle support and enhanced movement are
the hallmarks of the Wave Exceed Tour 3AC (men’s and
women’s, $140), which will be unveiled in the run-up to
the US Open.

