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Tournament Stringing
BEHIND THE SCENES

Team Players

So you want to become a tournament
stringer? Here’s how you can start on the path
to working in the big leagues.
By Bob Patterson
Executive Director, USRSA

O

ne of the most
frequent questions
we get at the U.S.
Racquet Stringers
Association is, “How
can I become a tournament stringer?”
In the January issue, we ran “Road
Warriors,” describing the rewarding yet
daunting job of a tournament stringer.
As we mentioned in that story, being
able to string at a lightning-fast speed
is a good skill, but it is low on the list
when it comes to making a professional
stringing team or providing service at a
tournament. This is especially true for
large teams at major events.
Yes, a stringer’s skills must be impeccable. But just as important, the stringer
must also be able to work well within
the team.
Ron Rocchi, the advanced innovation
manager for Wilson, established the
Wilson Global Stringing Team around
this concept.
“The Wilson Stringing Team is built
around the fundamental principle
of team,” Rocchi says. “This can be
counterintuitive for most stringers,
who typically provide their service as an
individual in a shop or at a club and are
not part of a group or team.”
Team Standards
Rocchi explains that working together
as a team is essential to providing quality service at Grand Slam and other
upper-level tournaments. Like most
large teams, there must be a uniformity
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of procedures so that the work is consistent. Even if the team has a policy of
using the same stringer for the same
player throughout the tournament,
having established standards ensures
that quality is maintained.
“I look for stringers who are mentally
tough enough to handle tournament
stringing and the pressures that are
inherent in that setting,” Rocchi says.
“Stringers also need to demonstrate
fundamental skills and be willing to
adapt to our system of stringing, which
includes technique and high levels of
standardization. And of course, they
must be able to fit in with the already
established team.”
Working closely together in a team
environment is essential. Each stringer
also needs to present the most professional image possible—especially
important when working at large events
on a manufacturer’s team, with players,
fans and press roaming around.
Build Up Experience
“We look for skilled and experienced
tournament stringers who can manage
all the requests that pro players can
throw at them,” says Josh Newton, an
MRT with the Babolat Stringing Team.
“However, they must also share Babolat
values, as they will be representing the
brand at the various tournaments. They
live and work together for three weeks
during a Grand Slam event, so teamwork and team spirit is a necessity.”
So, how does one make it to the big
leagues as a stringer?

Newton offers this advice:
“First, make sure you are at least a
USRSA Certified Stringer, preferably a
Master Racquet Technician or beyond.
Obviously, working in a good pro shop
can help you gain the skills necessary,
but you need to put those skills to the
test in some way to show you are up to
the task.”
Skills are essential, but you must also
establish experience working in a tournament environment. Check with local
tournaments, even if it isn’t financially
profitable. Consider it an investment
in gaining experience. Once you have
some basic tournament experience,
then look for bigger events.
There are many opportunities at
college and Futures and Challengerlevel pro events. Contact other stringers
who may already be working tournaments and see if you can volunteer, or
at least observe them during the event.
The more experience you can get, the
better equipped you will be.
Gain as much knowledge as you can.
The higher you go, the more knowledge
you need. You may not use around-theworld patterns or install power pads
in your shop very often, but on the pro
tour, these are common requests.
“Educate yourself on the different
knots and patterns as much as possible,” advises Newton. “You should try
to string at any type of tournament you
can, be it junior, college or tour level if
possible. Volunteer if need be, because
the key is to get experience and get your
name out there.”
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Contact other stringers who may already be working
tournaments and see if you can volunteer or at least observe. The more
experience you can get, the better equipped you will be.

When the Team Clicks
Last year, I was part of the stringing
team at the BB&T Atlanta Open, an
ATP 250 event. Our team was deep on
experience—among the three of us, we
had hundreds of ATP and WTA tournaments and over two dozen Grand Slam
events. Our front desk was managed by
Fabrizio Rivera, who is an experienced
racquet technician.
Even with all that experience, teamwork was critical. For example, during a
first-round match, a racquet was sent in
from the Grandstand Court for restringing. Like most tournament teams, each
stringer was assigned particular players,
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so that their racquets would be strung
by the same technician on the same
machine throughout the event. The
exception to this is always on-court
racquets. They get top priority and go
on the first available machine.
My colleague Todd Mobley’s machine
was open, so he got the racquet. As he
set his machine for the tension, Fabrizio
was cutting the strings out of the frame,
with fellow MRT Chuck Hakansson and
I measuring out string from the reels.
Within a minute, Todd was mounting
the frame, and we all went back to our
own racquets.
Fourteen minutes later the racquet

Author and MRT Bob Patterson
(top left) joined the stringing team
at last year's BB&T Atlanta Open,
with fellow MRT Todd Mobley (top
right). Fabrizio Rivera (bottom left)
managed the desk for the Atlanta
team, which also included MRT
Chuck Hakansson (middle).

was done—strung, stenciled, labeled,
bagged and on its way back to the
Grandstand Court.
If you think you are up to the challenge of tournament stringing, get the
skills and practice them to perfection.
Then, get as much experience as you
can and start your own journey.
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