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Pickleball
EQUIPMENT

Expanding the Market

As pickleball participation continues
to grow, manufacturers are responding
with new equipment to satisfy more players.
By Kent Oswald

P

ickleball’s exponential
growth continues in the
U.S. and worldwide.
According to the Physical
Activity Council and the
Tennis Industry Association, there
were more than 3.3 million pickleball
players in the U.S. at the end of 2018,
up 5.4 percent from 2017 and up 31.7
percent over the last three years.
Pickleball courts continue to
proliferate in all 50 states. The USA
Pickleball Association (USAPA) says
there are now nearly 21,000 courts
found at nearly 7,000 facilities. USAPA
membership increased in 2018 by
about 28 percent to 30,803.
In 2018, the USAPA approved 132
new pickleball paddles for use in tournaments. In November, the USAPA’s
National Pickleball Championships
debuted at the Indian Wells Tennis
Garden, and was streamed live for four
days by ESPN. The USAPA also began
cooperative programs with the USTA
and PTR, initiating a blended-line trial
with the former, and promoting the
Professional Pickleball Registry (PPR)
for teaching pro and coach education
and certification with the latter.
As the sport of pickleball continues
to grow, so too do the opportunities
for manufacturers. While there still
may be fears of cannibalizing tennis
of players and their spending dollars,
experience and evidence does not
generally support the concern.
Manufacturers who have recognized pickleball’s possibilities are
highlighting new products for the
burgeoning marketplace of 2019.
(Prices are suggested retail.)
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1. K-Swiss / kswiss.com
800-938-8000
The California brand recently
unveiled its stylish Express Light
(men’s/women’s, $95), offering robust
comfort through plush cushioning
and a comfortable fit. The shoes are
customized with a pickleball sock liner
and a heel logo callout.

2. Babolat / babolat.us
877-316-9435
Shadow Spirits (men’s/women’s, $105)
provide outstanding support and shock
absorption, as well as a sole developed
along with the company’s continuing
collaboration with Michelin, which
offers exceptional traction and great
feel, especially on an indoor surface.
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According to the Physical Activity Council and the Tennis Industry Association,
there were more than 3.3 million pickleball players in the U.S. at the end
of 2018, up 5.4 percent from 2017 and up 31.7 percent over the last three years.
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3. Onix / onixpickleball.com
800-467-1421
The medium weight Outbreak ($139.99)
is the newest high-end paddle from
Onix. This year also will see updated
graphics and color options for the
Graphite Z5 ($99.99), the company’s
most popular paddle and a choice for
players whose games rely on control.
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4. Prince / princetennis.com
800-2TENNIS
The Response Pro Composite ($147.99)
and Spectrum Pro Composite ($147.99)
offer rounded heads with a proportionally larger sweet spot. Both have a thick,
polymer core to generate energy and
control, but the Response’s handle is
slightly longer.

5. Wilson / wilson.com
773-714-6400
Performance paddles from Wilson,
which partners with Engage Pickleball,
include the new Wilson Tour ($119) and
Wilson Tour Pro ($129). The company’s
line of products also includes a portable
net and grips. Wilson is the official
footwear brand of the USAPA.
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In 2018, the USA Pickleball Association approved 132 new pickleball
paddles for use in tournaments. The USAPA/PPR also has been certifying
large numbers of pickleball instructors and coaches.

6

6. Head / head.com / 800-289-7366
Head’s expanding commitment to pickleball includes its
Margaritaville Pickleball line, with graphite, performance
paddles (above), and a line including bags and high-performance T-shirts. Launching at the 2019 Minto US Open
Pickleball Championships at the end of April will be the
Head Extreme Light ($119.95), a 7.2-ounce, 16-inch paddle.
The current models in the Extreme series will be getting
updated graphics for 2019. A Penn 40 ball ($8.95), the company’s first for the sport, will be introduced at the same time.
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7. Gamma / gammasports.com / 800-333-0337
The Pittsburgh-based company, which has been helping to
lead the growth of pickleball in the U.S., will expand its line
of paddles—currently ranging from an introductory wood
option to premium, tour-level products. While information
regarding prices and final cosmetics was not available at
press time, the new, top-of-the-line paddles, slated to debut
in late spring, will have weights ranging from 7.4 to 8 ounces.
Gamma says the technologically enhanced cores will deliver
a softer, more responsive feel.
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8. Selkirk / selkirk.com / 800-759-4326
Although its roots trace only to 2013, Selkirk is a power in the
pickleball industry. The Idaho company will make judicious
additions throughout the year to its full product line—which
ranges from paddles to balls, nets, hats and apparel—but
Selkirk’s strength will continue to be the products already
deployed, including World No. 1 Tyson McGuffin’s Amped
Invikta ($150).

9. Dunlop / dunloptennis.us / 888-215-1530
Dunlop is aiming at another paddle sport—padel—with its
newest offerings. A mixture of tennis and squash, padel is
played on a court similar to a pickleball court, but enclosed
in glass, allowing the ball to be played off the walls. Padel is
popular in Europe and South America and has been making
inroads in the U.S. Of particular interest is the new Nemesis
paddle ($325), with its oversize head and Pro Touch core.

10. ProKennex / prokennex.com / 800-921-4525
A technologically enhanced, modified oval is how the
ProKennex Ovation Speed ($159) will advertise its presence
on courts in 2019. The expanded sweetspot, efficient energy
transfer, brand-wide focus on reducing injuries to arm or
elbow, and carbon/glass composites on the surface are all
manifestations of the science that went into engineering this
lightweight, tour-level paddle. It is available in red, blue and
pink colorways.

11. Lobster / lobstersports.com / 800-210-5992
A recent addition to the ball machine family is The Pickle, a
35-pound, full-featured machine with a hopper capacity of
135 pickleballs, a battery that can last up to four hours, and
a mechanism that can be programmed with random oscillation to throw balls up to 60 m.p.h. with heavy spin. The
Pickle comes with a two-year warranty and works with both
indoor and outdoor balls. Improvements for 2019 include
electronic elevation and remote control via Apple devices.

www.tennisindustrymag.com

April 2019

TennisIndustry 25

