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STRINGING MACHINES

Tourna Cube

Visually arresting, this new
stringing machine follows through
with great performance.
By Nate Pagel
USRSA Associate Director

T

he Tourna Cube stringing
machine is a visual spectacle. Its design is not just for
show, however—it is very
useful while stringing. And
the Cube easily holds its own against
other high-end stringing machines.
The Tourna Cube arrived in our office
in three boxes. I assembled it myself in
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about 45 minutes—the steps were easy
to follow. The only challenge was that
the bolts that hold the cube in place
weren’t the easiest to position. The
machine weighs 129 pounds, which can
be good or bad, depending on what you
want to use it for.
What truly makes this machine
unique is its shape. The cube holds the

tension head, and it’s illuminated to
provide a great display of the innerworkings of the tension-head mechanism. The cube also has a tool rack that
can be mounted on its side, which has
spots for all the tools you might want to
use, as well as the tools to turn the Cube
into a badminton stringer. There is also a
conveniently placed USB port to charge
a phone or tablet.
The Tourna Cube features a six-point
mounting system with a small and big
nob on either side to adjust the points
at 12 and 6 o’clock, 10 and 2, and 8 and
4, respectively. At the 12 and 6 o’clock
mounts, you can choose from the standard “I” point or the included “W” point
to help spread out the load and put less
stress on the racquet.
To adjust the towers, there is an
extending bar built into the turntable.
When you need to adjust it, you pull it
out, turn it until the towers are where
you want them, and then push the bar
back in so that it doesn’t catch the string
while stringing. It is a simple and easyto-use design.
The turntable lock has a similar
extending bar attached to the base of the
turntable so that it doesn’t turn. After
you extend the bar, you pull it to the
other side to lock the turntable. To lock
it solidly, you have to match up the teeth;
I had to move it slightly to line it up
properly, but once I got used to it I had
no problem with it.
There is an optional reel rack under
the turntable, which I found useful and
easy to use. On rare occasions my string
would catch on it, but it wasn’t a major
issue. The reel rack, though, allows the
Cube to be used as a tabletop machine,
which can be useful if you don’t have
space for the stand in your shop.
Speaking of the stand, the Tourna
Cube features electric height adjustment, allowing the racquet to sit from
42 to 54 inches off the ground, making it
very versatile if you have multiple users.
The Cube also has eight memory settings
for different tensions, as well as six different pull speeds.
The keypad features adjustments
in 0.1 increments for either pounds or
kilograms, by holding down the up/down
buttons. There is also a “step” feature
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that will set the tension at 15-pound
increments up to 60 pounds. The
machine also has a knot button and
pre-stretch settings in increments of 5
percent from 0 to 20 percent.
The Tourna Cube features a diablo
and linear-pull tension head with an
auto-start system that works with even
the most delicate strings. They are positioned in a way that allows the turntable
to turn a full 360 degrees with a racquet
mounted. The clamps are on arcing
tracks that allow for quick, smooth
movement from one string to the next.
The Cube does not use diamond dust
in the clamps, but the clamps are still
textured, and they get the job done. I
found myself being a bit more careful
when calibrating the clamps whenever
I changed strings, although I never had
any problem with string slippage as long
as I took the time to set the clamps every
time I began stringing with a new string.
The base of the clamps “click” when they
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are set in place, and can be released by
either the press of a button or their gravity release mechanism.
One unique and helpful aspect of this
machine is calibration, which can be
done with the keypad, without sending any parts back to the manufacturer.
You just have to follow the simple steps
provided in the owner’s manual.
Since the Cube is fairly heavy, you
probably don’t want to use it as a traveling machine. But its weight makes it
stable, which is of critical importance.
There were a couple of features I
missed in the Cube, such as diamond
dust in the clamps and a full keypad to
punch in the exact tension, but the way
the Cube is set up, you quickly get used
to working without those features.
Overall, the Tourna Cube is a great
stringing machine. I would recommend
it for use in any pro shop—especially in a
spot where your customers can see it and
admire its design. 

PROS
• Heavy (stable)
• Easily customizable height, preset tensions,
and pre-stretch
• Ample room for tools
• USB port to charge phone or tablet
• Eye-catching design
• Auto-start system on tension head
• One-touch gravity-assisted clamp release
• Simple calibration
CONS
• Heavy (not easy to move)
• Reel rack may catch string
• No diamond dust in clamps
• No full keypad

Builders, we’re good enough for the pros and even better for your baseline!
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